
HIGH SCHOOL  -  LANCE BERNARD  
How óbout them Bulldogs!  We are very excited as the boys prepare for their Semi-Final game vs. Mason.  Girls bas-

ketball is doing well @ (4-1) and the band concert is Tuesday, December 13th.  We are very proud of our students, 

teachers, and staff as we head into Christmas break.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Garrison High 

School! 

The cross country teams competed in the district cross 

country meet on October 25th.  Austin Edwards placed 

9th in the varsity boys division.   

The varsity girls team placed 1st.  Individual results : 

Morgan Bruce 3rd, Bridget Bass 5th, Megan Davidson 

8th, Breanne Colle 11th, Karla Avila 14th, Kyla Hud-

nall 17th, and Madi Livingston 21st.  Austin and the 

varsity girls team qualified for regionals that were held 

at Atascosita High School on November 5th.   

The JV girls placed 1st at district as well.  Individual 

results were:  Kimberly Garcia 1st, Madi Disman 2nd, 

and Taylor Webb 3rd, Hannah Walker 4th, and Reba 

Edwards 5th.  The middle school girls team placed 4th 

overall.  Individual results were:  Asha Fuller 16th, 

Kelsey Goff 17th, Ally Bernard 18th, Jasmine Marquez 

20th, Lauren Hutto 25th, and Julianne Edge 31st. 
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As Christmas is right around the corner, this signifies the year is half over.  I am extremely proud of our 

student body for the many awards they received this fall.  These accomplishments did not come easy.  

They achieved these awards through hard work and dedication.  I believe we have the  best student body 

around.  I also want to commend our staff on their hard work during the first semester.  The staff puts in 

many extra hours preparing lessons and sponsoring extra-curricular activities. 

As the spring semester approaches, we will continue to focus on the STAAR (State of Texas Assessment 

of Academic Readiness) test.  According to Texas Education Agency, the STAAR will be a more rigorous 

test than the TAKS test.  The test will require higher level thinking skills than in the past.  Teachers and 

students are working everyday on skills that are necessary to be successful. 

I want to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



ELEMENTARY  -  LISA MCKNIGHT  

5th Grade 

2nd Grade 

Merry Christmas!  After such a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday, I am eager to see what the Christmas season holds for us all.  Our 

Santa letters have been sent to the Timpson Tenaha newspaper, so be sure to watch for those.  We have wonderful students, so I am 

sure that they are all on Santaôs ñgoodò list. 

In grades 3 ï 5, we have completed the benchmark testing.  This helps us to assess the knowledge and skills our students have mas-

tered independently in relation to the state curriculum.  We use the benchmarks to diagnose weaknesses in individual student skills, 

as well as, in the grade level as a whole.  We will use the data to determine what lessons need to be taught or re-taught in the class-

room, and what each individual students needs to work on in computer lab, content mastery, and tutorials.  The STAAR tests begin 

in third grade.  Third grade will take a Math and Reading test; fourth grade will take Writing, Math, and Reading; and Fifth grade 

will take Math, Reading and Science.  Students must pass these tests in order to be successful each year.  At certain grades levels, 

state law mandates student who do not pass the STAAR tests must be automatically retained in their grade level. 

Please make sure your child is at school, on time, all day, every day, so they will not get behind in class and miss crucial instruction. 

I wish you all a Blessed Christmas filled with family, laughter and love!  I look forward to seeing everyone in January 2012! 

3rd Grade Pre-K/Kindergarten  

4th Grade 

We have been busy calculating, estimating, measuring, 

multiplying and making Math fun in fourth grade.  The 

students (and I) are learning how to use a math journal 

and how to look for math all around us.  We went on a 

fraction scavenger hunt and found fractions on the 

swings, in the rocks, and on the playground!  In Mrs. 

Haleôs class, we are learning to write compositions for 

our STAAR test in March.  Kids are really working hard 

on these.  In Mrs. Hillôs class, we are working on an elec-

tricity unit.  Gonna see if we can create an electric circuit 

to light up some Christmas lights!!! 

We have been busy as bees!  We are getting ready for Santa!  

We are doing several activities that go along with all the 

Christmas stories we are reading.  We are going to walk to 

the post office to mail our letters to Santa!  We are also busy 

learning our songs for our Christmas program.  We cannot 

wait for our Christmas vacation, because Santa is coming to 

Garrison! 

We have had a busy month!  In Science, the students are 

learning about electricity; so Mrs. Gresham has come up 

with a great project for the kids.  She lets the stu-

dents build a Christmas Village that is lit up with electric-

ity!   They are responsible for wiring up each building to a 

battery in order to power the lights.  Bravo to Mrs. 

Gresham - this takes infinite amounts of patience to carry 

out.  Math has been about mean, median, mode, and 

range!  They have held discussions, and even stacked and 

eaten oreo cookies!  Mrs. Huggins is doing everything 

she can to instruct the students on the 7 habits of good 

readers. In order to understand how these habits work, 

we have listened to music, played games, and held deep 

discussions.  We are trying to put these habits to practice, 

so remember to have your kids read at least 20 minutes 

each night for their Reading Log - it is scientifically 

proven to boost your child's reading level.  Everyone 

have a safe and blessed holiday! 

Third Grade is having a great time getting ready for the 

holidays. We are still working hard and learning many 

new things. We are learning about animals in Science 

class. All of our students think animals are very interest-

ing. We are enjoying our book study of the Polar Express 

and can't wait to drink cocoa in our pajamas on Thursday, 

December 15. We hope you have a great Christmas! 

Second grade has had a very productive first semester!!  We 

have learned so much in math and reading!!  We have had a 

field trip to see a stage performance of Pinocchio and had a 

great time!  Our lessons in science and social studies have 

included "Christmas Around the World" and we are learning 

so much about the traditional customs for the Christmas sea-

son in other countries.  We also are enjoying making crafts 

and having treats as we learn!  Thank you to all of our par-

ents for a GREAT first half of the year!!  Second grade 

would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a very 

safe and Happy New Year!!! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  -  Allan Metcalf  
Here we are...it is hard to believe that it is already Christmas.  Garrison Middle School has had a very good first semes-

ter.  Everyone has worked hard and is looking forward to this much needed holiday break.  Boys and girls basketball is 

in full swing.  Teams are looking good and improving every game. 

Tuesday, December 13, was the Christmas band concert.  GMS was well represented as we have a large number of stu-

dents participating in band.  They always sound great and do an excellent job! 

Middle School students have a field trip to Triple Play in Carthage, Texas on December 13.  This is a skating rink with 

indoor games and pizza for lunch.  MS students earned this trip for not having over 2 office referrals in the first semester. 

School starts back Monday, January 2, 2012. 

I hope you and your family have a great Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

I hope that everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving 

break.  Christmas is just around the corner and will 

be here before you know it.  Santa letters will be 

written and I am sure that all of our students here in 

Garrison will be on Santaôs nice list, never the 

naughty!  Both elementary and middle school cam-

puses have successfully completed one round of 

bench mark testing for the up-coming STAAR test.  

Please be sure and take a look at the Student of The 

Month wall in the foyer.  Congratulate these stu-

dents on a job well done. 

 

Kids in the library learned at least two ways to say ñMerry Christmas,ò while seeing how Christmas is celebrated around 

the world. 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas! Is a Seussian classic that celebrates the power of good cheer and a big heart.  While 

wearing our Grinch-mas crowns, we got into the holiday spirit, and hopefully like the Grinch, discovered a deeper mean-

ing of Christmas!  

Merry Grinch -mas!

Library News!  

Froehliche Weinachten! 

Maligayang Pasko! 

Mrs. Schaefferôs 7th graders are finishing up the Techno-

Clue packet.  We have learned to navigate and use many 

parts of the Microsoft Office suite of programs.  We used 

the Word program to do word processing as well as a 

ñWantedò poster of our main suspect.  We also used the 

database program as well as the PowerPoint program.  It 

has been a very informative and fun packet to complete. 

The 8th grade keyboarding classes have almost all reached 

the advanced typing stage of Mavis Beacon and we are now 

starting to type out of the textbook.  We will soon be typing 

Memoôs and Emails using the criteria stated in our text. 

We all want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! 

Mrs. Schaeffer 


